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Good afternoon. Mac, thank you to you and the Lexington Institute for hosting today's forum
here in the U.S. House of Representatives, and for your continued great work at the Institute. We
appreciate everything that you do.

I'd like to talk today about a topic that I think a few of you have heard about in the room,
including today, which is data centers. Data centers are the backbone of the modern economy
and are crucial to maintaining US Al leadership.

Historic levels of investment are happening right now, right before us. Amazon, as some of you
may have read, this year alone is spending $200 billion on infrastructure globally. Much of that
here in the US, and most of it around Al infrastructure.

The majority of this spending comes at a time when there's massive expansion around Al as the
global competition continues. Amazon and others have been building data centers for decades.
Over those years, we have become far more efficient and have really kept innovating and venting
along the way.

Our entire industry has. But recent headlines are not telling that story, and it is important to get
the facts out. Data centers power American leadership in Al, enable commerce and small
business, and support critical national security operations.

Data centers are a fabric of our economy and our society. We build and operate data centers
responsibly. We pay our full costs without passing them on to others, and we continue to invest
in new energy sources to strengthen the grid for everyone.

We see this more as an opportunity, not a challenge, but an opportunity for our economy. We're
not just doing this for Amazon and our customers, but we're doing this for the grids that we
operate in. Society's demand for electricity is rising across the board.



Onshoring of manufacturing, electrification of transportation, and of course, expansion of digital
infrastructure are all contributing factors. Al is part of the story, but not the whole story. I'd like
to talk to you briefly about another hot topic, moratoriums.

When you look closely at calls for data center moratoriums, they're often more about data centers
more than just data centers themselves. They reflect broader questions about affordability,
growth, infrastructure, and the future, whether it is being built with communities or around
communities. The question isn't whether these goals matter.

They do. It's how we achieve them. We want economic growth that creates opportunities for
more Americans.

We want communities to have a meaningful voice in how they grow, and we want the United
States to remain the world's leader in innovation and Al. In our experience, moratoriums are not
the solution. They don't lower electric bills.

They don't strengthen the grid. They don't create new jobs or expand opportunity, and they don't
make America more competitive. They simply delay the investments needed to achieve the very
outcomes that we are all striving for.

Before a shovel ever goes into the ground, communities spend years evaluating these projects
through public meetings, environmental reviews, planning processes, and local hearings. We
spend those same years as Amazon and as the industry listening, adapting, and working
alongside local leaders, utilities, educators, and residents to earn the opportunity to invest in their
communities, to earn that opportunity. What we've learned that many communities, what we've
learned is that many communities are not just competing for data centers.

They're competing for the next generation of economic opportunity and growth. We've seen this
around the country in many different states and jurisdictions, Mississippi, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Indiana, and many more that I can name. For example, in Richmond County in
North Carolina, a very rural county, a lot of their economic growth opportunities went away
decades ago with the textile industry.

Today, it's different. They have a very large investment coming in from Amazon at $10 billion,
which has provided a new spark in the region, brings new jobs, businesses, and opportunities.
The simple truth is this.

You can't build schools, pave roads, hire teachers and law enforcement officers, or serve growing
communities with good intentions alone. You build them with long-term investment, strong
partnerships, and a growing local economy. For more than 20 years, Amazon has invested across
the U.S. Our data center campuses bring good jobs, new tax revenue, infrastructure
improvements, and support for local schools and community programs.

We show up as a real partner and invest for the long term. As I mentioned, in North Carolina,
where we're investing $10 billion in Richmond County, we're going to create 500 high-skilled
jobs there and support thousands of more across the supply chain and in the communities as we
build out these structures, including at suppliers like Corning, which only recently announced



1,000 new jobs at our North Carolina manufacturing facilities. Yes, we are helping to bring
manufacturing jobs to this country as well, and we're creating thousands of skilled jobs in North
Carolina, skills trades jobs, in North Carolina and across the country.

In Mississippi, our statewide investment is over $25 billion, including a brand new $3 billion
campus in Warren County that will create another 2,000 jobs. In Montgomery County, Missouri,
a $10 billion investment, another rural county outside of St. Louis, will create over 400 direct
jobs and thousands of construction jobs and other skilled trade jobs. And locally, and I just
announced this last month, we're committing over $1 million to build a new community
gathering space at the county fairgrounds where we made our announcement in June, and this is
part of $7 million overall in community investments that we've announced from the get-go based
on the needs that we heard from the local community.

Again, we're listening. Amazon also pays the full cost of the electricity we use, and we are
committed to ensuring our data centers don't increase consumer electricity bills. Again, let me
say that one more time.

And we are committed to ensuring our data centers do not increase consumer electricity bills. We
signed the ratepayer protection pledge, phase one, which was announced earlier this year, along
with other hyperscalers, and we were already committed to its principles, but we're doubling
down on those. We pay our own way and invest in the grid, as [ mentioned.

In 2025 alone, Amazon spent $1.8 billion in grid equipment, network upgrades, and water utility
improvements, investments that benefit the broader communities that we operate in. There's a
growing list of examples that I can cite, like Indiana, where we have a partnership with Indiana
and Michigan Tower. They filed to reduce rates for customers, specifically citing data centers as
the reason that they can cut rates for residential and small business customers for the first time in
their history.

Entergy Mississippi, planned grid investments to support Amazon data centers, and will generate
$2 billion in customer bill savings over the next two decades, 2 billion. In Indiana, another
example, through a very innovative agreement with us, a smaller utility in northern Indiana
called NIPSCO is expected to return 1 billion in cost savings to customers over 15 years. Now,
as I mentioned before, we really believe in being responsible actors in the community.

This includes on water. We deliberate a lot about where we build and how we build, and we
design our data centers to use as little water as possible. The majority of our data centers use
direct air cooling, outside air to cool servers for most of the year.

We use only water on the hottest days of the year, examples of this are in Indiana, we only use
water maximum 2% of the year. In a place like Virginia, maximum 4% of the year. And we try,
again, to use as little water as we possibly can and we also have a water positive goal for our
company that we aim to return more water to the communities that we operate in than we take
out, which includes a range of programs, including some that we do with rural communities and
farmers.



As we talk about these issues, there are a few places where government can make the biggest
difference, and you heard some of them today already. And this is critical, as we also heard
earlier, to keep the US in the lead in the Al race. The grid needs to modernize.

Roughly 70% of US transmission lines are more than 25 years old, permitting backlogs. They are
a bottleneck, including in bringing more generation and transmission online. Energy
transmission projects are stuck in multi-year backlogs, that's fact, slowing new power, increasing
costs, and putting competitiveness at risk.

My ask to Congress today is please, please help streamline permitting, provide regulatory
certainty, and please do this in a bipartisan way to unlock private sector investment in America in
this really critical area, and other sectors. In closing, there are a few things that I'd like to
emphasize.

Energy leadership equals Al leadership. American leadership in Al depends on American
leadership in energy. Innovation and infrastructure have always advanced together.

Railroads enabled industrialization. Electrification transformed the economy. Highways
connected commerce, and the internet created the digital age and all the benefits that have come
with it.

The conversation should not be about whether America builds. It should be about how America
builds, and how we ensure that innovation, infrastructure, and our communities advance together.
The call to action to all of you today is let's all do our part.

We're going to try to do ours, pay our full costs, invest in new generation in the grid, and build
responsibly in communities where we operate. And we ask Congress and the administration to
meet us there with permitting reform, grid modernization, and regulatory certainty. Let's do this
together.



