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Thank you. One thing I want to mention is I’m a proud graduate of UA Mechanical Trade School 

right here in Landover, Maryland, just outside of Ward 8 in D.C. 

What I’m planning on talking about here is data centers, and I’m going to do my best not to 

preach to the choir too much or repeat any of the good points that some of the other speakers 

spoke about.  

The United Association includes approximately 270 local unions in the United States and 

Canada, with over 400,000 members who work in the plumbing, pipefitting, sprinkler fitting, 

pipe welding, HVAC service, plumbing service, and fire alarm service industries. We represent a 

broad range of very highly skilled, highly technical crafts. We work in partnership with 

mechanical contractors and sprinkler and plumbing contractors that are signatory to our 

collective bargaining agreements across the United States and Canada. We are experts—and I 

mean experts—in building, servicing, maintaining, and operating data centers. 

We started building data centers in the 1990s, when they were actually called data centers, and 

server rooms prior to that. Being here in the Washington, D.C., area and being the business 

manager of Local 602, part of our jurisdiction covers Northern Virginia. I’ve had firsthand 

experience since the beginning of my career, when I was 18 years old, with the data center 

industry in and around this area. 

We have had the unique opportunity to see not only the growth, job creation, and benefits that it 

directly has on our members and future members. We’ve also seen the benefit that it has had on 

the communities where the data centers have been built. Loudoun County, Virginia, is probably 

one of the best examples of how a community has really taken advantage of the increased 

development in the data center industry. 
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That community ran, I think this last year, about a $300 million surplus above its budget, which 

has allowed it to decrease the residential tax rates for the homeowners in that county for almost 

10 years now. For the UA, as the gentleman from Ohio put it, this is probably the biggest 

infrastructure opportunity that this country has ever seen. I talk to everybody my age or older 

than me who has been around in the trade longer than me, including my father, who is a 60-

some-year member, and they have never seen the construction industry rolling like it is right 

now. And we want that to continue, not just for our existing members. The United Association, 

as I said, has over 400,000 members. When our man-hours are up and we work more, not only 

does that create job opportunities for our members, but it also creates a tremendous amount of 

opportunity for us to improve our medical and retirement benefits. 

And it’s great for our existing members. It also creates a lot of opportunities for young men and 

women to enter a trade and begin a career in the construction, service, and maintenance industry. 

Not just in data centers; we operate in every industry there is. Increased construction and 

increased development create a lot of opportunity, not just for our members, but for our partners, 

the signatory contractors that we work with, all private contractors, and a lot of young men and 

women who are looking at a pathway to a great career that will get them to six-figure pay and 

fringe benefits that are outstanding to have in this world. 

We are proud. We’re proud to be able to take part in the next advancements in technology in our 

country and in the world. We’re proud to be part of the way that we’re going to innovate moving 

forward and build that infrastructure. Our members take part in every step of the construction 

phase. We take part in the beginning planning phase, coordination, and design. We take part in 

the preconstruction, prefabrication, and off-site work. We take part in the construction on-site. 

We do the commissioning, quality and control, and startup, and then we do the operation, 

maintenance, service, and repairs after the fact. 

Data centers get a really bad rap. I think our general president, Mark McManus, had the foresight 

to actually dedicate someone from our union—myself—to lead data centers across the U.S. He 

saw how much the industry was growing and where it was going to go in the future, and wanted 

to make sure that we paid as much attention as possible to keeping up with the labor demand and 

making sure that we train and prepare for the future builds of these data centers. 

Nobody else is taking more time and attention to taking care of the data industry than the United 

Association. And I’ll say this: Because of that, because we’re so involved in the industry, 

because we’re planning for it, and because we’re working on training programs, we are best 

capable. We are in the best situation possible. We’re in a unique position to make sure that we 

deliver the manpower, the technically trained manpower, that will build these data centers in the 

future. And we are partners with the industry. 

We want to make sure that these data centers are built and that the construction, service, and 

maintenance continue to grow. As I said, there’s a lot of bad press against data centers out there. 

There are a lot of people who have negative things to say. And when somebody wants to say 

something negative about something, they’ll find a way to pick apart just about anything—any 

good point that you could come up with. 
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From a workforce perspective, millions of Americans work in the construction industry. They 

rely on the construction industry to provide for themselves and provide for their families. 

There are going to be millions more behind them who are going to need the construction industry 

to be in good shape moving forward, so that when they come out of trade schools or high schools 

and want to get into the construction trade or the service and maintenance trade, those things 

continue to move forward. Otherwise, they’re not going to have a career. They’re not going to 

have the ability to take care of themselves and their families. 

I’ve heard many people talk about construction jobs very dismissively because they say that 

they’re only temporary. Well, without a stream of construction projects and without continued 

growth, you can’t build a 30- or 40-year career. The data centers present that opportunity for us. 

Most data centers, when they go to develop an area, develop in a campus. That campus 

oftentimes has several buildings, which can extend that construction project sometimes up to or 

beyond 10 years. And then after that, there are permanent jobs available in the data centers for 

service, maintenance, and operations. Statistics might not say that they’re directly with the end 

user, developer, or operator that’s building them. 

However, there are plenty of contractors being subcontracted to service and maintain those 

buildings every day, from HVAC service, maintenance, and operations to electrical service, 

maintenance, and operations, security, cleaning—you name it. So, it’s a really good opportunity. 

I think that it’s a shame that the negative noise around data centers has gotten out of control. 

And it’s also a shame that it’s become political. The last thing we want to see is moratoriums or 

bans on data centers. I think our general president has been very clear about that publicly. Our 

position is that data centers should be built responsibly, as the gentleman from Amazon 

mentioned. There is a pathway forward for all of them to be built in a way that makes them more 

efficient with their energy and water use. And they have been. 

As I said in the beginning, we have had the opportunity here in this area to see data centers built 

since the ’90s. Not only have we been able to grow and prosper because of that development, but 

we have seen the evolution of the construction of those data centers. When they first started 

building them, if anybody is familiar with the industry, it was all raised-access floors in the 

server rooms that had crack units. And then it moved on to evaporative systems, air-cooled 

chillers, closed-loop systems, and you name it. Because of that, they’ve not only made the data 

centers more efficient with their water use for the cooling systems that we build, install, service, 

and maintain, but they’ve also made them more efficient with their energy use per unit. And 

they’ve mitigated a lot of the environmental risks that people are concerned about. For instance, 

backup generators have SCR systems that mitigate almost 100 percent of the emissions coming 

off the exhaust, and they barely ever run. But that’s a whole other conversation. 

They’re also building sound barriers around the data center. So if there is any noise that radiates 

from the building, it doesn’t radiate beyond those sound barriers. And then they’re setting up the 

tax incentives in a way that the communities are able to benefit and help balance their budgets. 

These are all things that people can work out on a local level and make sure that the data center 
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is built in the right way, that they’re a good neighbor, and that they benefit the communities 

where they’re built. 

And this can all be done. Even with the cooling systems being closed-loop or bringing in 100 

percent outside air, if you understand the cooling system, when you have a closed-loop system, 

it’s not going to lose very much water throughout the process. If it is losing a bunch of water, 

you’ve got a major problem that you need to repair. And even going beyond that, data centers in 

certain areas are using reclaimed water as the additional makeup water, which doesn’t even come 

from your drinking source. It’s your public water source. It’s on a whole different circuit there. 

So, there are good pathways forward. Data centers can be built responsibly, especially when 

they’re built by the experts, the United Association. As I said, we’re in the best possible position. 

We build data centers better than anybody else, faster than anybody else, and we will make sure 

that they are built with the highest standards. 

So, I’m happy to have the opportunity here. I just want to say one more time that when you look 

at this industry, don’t look only at the community development. Look at the opportunity for the 

people who are working in the construction industry to continue to have a great career. But also 

look at the other young men and women who may be interested in getting into the construction 

industry and growing with it, because that’s where people are going to prosper the most. 

Send them our way, and we’ll take great care of them. And to every developer or operator of a 

data center: Let us come build them. We’ll make sure they’re built right. 

Thank you. 

 


